Swiss development cooperation in Tanzania by unknown
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been active in Tanzania since 1960. 
In 1981 Swiss involvement was intensified with the 
opening of a cooperation office in Dar es Salaam. 
The Swiss development programme is aligned to 
Tanzania’s strategy for poverty reduction and coor-
dinated with other countries and the international 
organisations. The Swiss Cooperation Strategy 2011-
2014 envisages various instruments for channelling 
aid, while the geographical focus of projects is on 
the central corridor (regions around Dodoma). Polit-
ical and technical dialogue is conducted with part-
ners at both the central and local level. 
The State Secretariat of Economic Affairs SECO has 
been active in the country since 1988, although Tan-
zania ceased to have priority status in 2010, except 
for the financing of individual water infrastructure 
and economic development projects.
Health: equitable access to quality health 
services and care 
Switzerland is promoting the equitable access to 
and improved quality of health services and care for 
communities in remote areas. The focus is on com-
bating malaria and financing health services. Other 
concerns are decentralisation of the health system 
and the development of research projects intended 
to provide political decision makers with information 
on the country’s health priorities. 
In its efforts to combat malaria the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) supports a na-
tional coordination office for implementation of the 
government’s mosquito net programme in Tanzania, 
which has distributed treated mosquito nets to over 
28 million people. As a result the mortality rate of 
children under five fell by 48% in the 2000-2010 
period, and 6’000 jobs were created in relation to 
the prevention of malaria.
Switzerland is contributing to reduce poverty 
in the central corridor of Tanzania, promoting 
access to good quality health services, and is 
also committed to improving food security and 
strengthening civil society and the independ-
ence of the media.
Context 
In 2012 Tanzania ranked 152nd among the 187 
nations in the Human Development Index and is 
thus one of the world’s poorest countries. Despite 
a growing economy poverty remains considerable 
in Tanzania where 12 million were living below the 
poverty line in 2012, i.e. 28% of the total popula-
tion, a ratio virtually unchanged since 2001. At the 
same time, however, Tanzania is one of the most 
stable and peaceful countries south of the Sahara. 
Steady progress has been made in the transition 
from a planned to a market economy while dem-
ocratic and social reforms have been slow but sure. 
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Transversal themes: gender equality and HIV/
AIDS
Switzerland is committed to promoting equality be-
tween men and women in all its projects. It also pro-
motes non-discrimination and the prevention of and 
protection from HIV/AIDS.
Partners
 › Swiss NGOs: Swisscontact, HELVETAS Swiss Inter-
cooperation
 › Research: Swiss Tropical and Public Health Insti-
tute, Ifakara Health Institute
 › International private sector: Novartis
 › Government: ministries, regional and local admin-
istrations
 › Tanzanian NGOs: e.g. Foundation for Civil Society
 › International NGOs: e.g. Voluntary Service Over-
seas
 › Tanzanian private sector: Rural Livelihood Devel-
opment Company
 › Multilateral organisations: UNICEF, UNDP
 › Bilateral donors: Swedish, Danish and Irish state 
development agencies
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 22.0
SECO: Economic cooperation 1.3
Total 7.0
Governance: the promotion of a culture of 
accountability and empowerment
Switzerland is also committed to empowering the 
civil society and promoting the independence of the 
media, which have an important role to play as in-
termediaries between the state and the people. An 
informed citizenry is in a stronger position to assert 
its rights, holding the government accountable for 
the provision of better public services.
The Swiss partnership with the Media Council of 
Tanzania has helped to improve the quality of the 
media: the compliance with ethical standards now 
stands at over 80% and a similar proportion of the 
population expresses a high level of confidence. Fur-
thermore, thanks to successful lobbying, freedom of 
the media and the right to information were includ-
ed in the first draft of the new constitution.
Agriculture: pro-poor growth of agricultural 
markets 
Switzerland is helping to develop a sustainable mar-
ket for agricultural products. Improving the integra-
tion of smallholder farmers in the domestic market 
not only increases their income but also the availabil-
ity of agricultural products for all. Moreover, thanks 
to Swiss support, farmers’ organisations can defend 
their interests vis à vis the purchasers and improve 
their own living conditions.
One SDC project is promoting the economic inte-
gration of smallholder producers from rural areas to 
provide a path out of poverty. Most of these farmers 
- active in the value chains of sunflowers, rice, cot-
ton and poultry - were able to increase their annual 
household income by 15%.
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland is currently working with UNICEF to pro-
mote water and hygiene activities in schools, and 
collaborates with UNDP in a democratic empower-
ment project to support Tanzania’s election cycle.
Facts and Figures (Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  945.087 km2
Population     46.218 million 
Annual population growth (sine 1990)    3%
Life expectancy at birth women/men    59.1 / 57.2 years
Adult illiteracy rate: women/men   32.5 / 21.0%
Per capita GDP  532.3 USD
Income creates prospects: SDC pro-
motes access to markets and higher 
incomes for poor smallholder farmers. 
(© Rea Bonzi)
Better health services and care: SDC 
supports the development of a health 
insurance scheme in rural areas. (© Rea 
Bonzi)
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